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Dear General Odierno,

My staff recently received an update on the Army’s Stryker “DVH” combat
vehicle program and the Army’s plan to procure a third brigade set of DVH vehicles. The
briefing team stated that the Army is in the process of defining the requirement for these
upgraded vehicles but could not provide a detailed timeline to getting them under
contract and into production.

[ understand it takes time to formalize a requirement and work through the weapon
system acquisition process. However, my concerns over the length of time it is taking for
these Stryker DVH vehicles are two fold:

1. The DVH configuration of the Stryker combat vehicle clearly saves lives. As
understand it, there are more than 600 Stryker DVH vehicles deployed today and
they represent an exponential increase in soldier safety in Afghanistan and
wherever they are or will be deployed. Therefore, it is prudent that we work
together to contract, build and field additional Stryker DVH vehicles as fast as
possible.

2. The ongoing Stryker DVH Exchange program is rapidly coming to an end which

" would cause tremors in the Stryker industrial base. Failure to contract for the
additional Stryker DVH vehicles will cause layoffs to occur and the loss of the
quality workforce that now produces the Stryker DVH vehicle.

I ask that you personally engage on this issue to ensure our bureaucracy does not
unnecessarily limit the rapid production and fielding of this needed capability.
Furthermore, I request that you provide clarification on when the Army anticipates
formalizing the requirement no later than January 9, 2013.

Sincerely,

W %
Richard Shelby
United States Senator
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